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In late 2007 the moment arrived, suddenly it seemed, to explore new residential living options outside of our 
home for our son, Joe.  We visited and toured and interviewed at facilities until we couldn't tell them apart 
anymore. And then we found G & G Living Centers. On the initial tour we heard a positive outlook for Joe's 
future and were encouraged by the family feel of consumers and staff. This place could be home. 

Thank you for welcoming Joe into your family at G & G Living Centers. Thank you for giving him the opportuni-
ties to finish high school. Thank you for the individually tailored work opportunities you provided for him. Thank 
you for adjusting waiver homes, housemates and staff to best fit your consumers. Thank you for the personal 
care given to Joe during times of illness. Thank you for nonjudgmental staff who made themselves available to 
listen, encourage and advise Joe. Small gestures made all the difference. Joe looked forward to providing the 
"quote of the week" at the factory; he carried with him a written assurance from the executive officer that he 
would always be welcomed back to G & G after any successful discharge from a hospital; we appreciated his 
trips to doctors with staff who could advocate for Joe; Joe's opportunity to write movie reviews meant more to 
him than you will ever know; he was so proud to play his guitar; he put his heart in Special Olympics - what a 
great program for an organization your size. The list of individualized care and opportunities is endless.   

G & G Living Centers helped to raise our son. You taught Joe well. You received a scared and confused 17 
year old student and helped him grow into a responsible, fair-minded, and caring young man. You "empowered 
Joe to maximize his independence" to such a successful level that he became ready to move forward in        
independence to living in an apartment of his own.  We were thrilled at the idea. This level of care was available 
closer to our home in Forest City. What a concept  to have Joe living only 20 miles away from our home in   
Forest City instead of 150 miles away. 

The heartbreak is in leaving the staff and caring atmosphere of G & G Living Centers. There are no words to 
express our gratitude to everyone for taking care of Joe. We trusted you in 2007 with our son and the years 
have proven our decision to be the right one. 

God bless you all. 

Doug and Shelley Turner   



W
e em

pow
er people to m

axim
ize their independence. 

���������� 	���������
 �

Our daughter, Kylie, has Autism.  Our goal had always been to keep Kylie in school and at 
home until she turned 18.  She was having issues at school and we decided it was time that 
Kylie should move on with her life and we started to look into group homes for Kylie.  We had 
visited G&G about 5 years prior and was very impressed with the center and returned to take 
another look.  The staff there were great!!  We told them the worst situations that Kylie has 
had and they said, we've seen it all, she will do just fine here. Kylie moved into G&G on May 
1, 2009.  It's been about 17 months and Kylie is a whole new person.  Kylie has lost around 
30 pounds, had decreased her aggression tremendously and is growing to be a stronger 
adult each and every day.  Kylie's staff in her home are just awesome.  They love her and 
treat her like Kylie is one of theirs.  The staff keeps us posted on any issues that might occur 
and how Kylie is doing each week.  Kylie loves to come home, but is always ready to go back 
to Kylie's house.  We never would have dreamed that Kylie would have come so far in such a 
short time.  We can't THANK the entire staff enough for what they have done for our daugh-
ter since she has moved to G&G.  Each year will be bigger and better for Kylie, we can see 
that already!  THANK YOU, G&G Living Center for your love, support and great care you 
have given Kylie and our family! 

 Dennis, Barb, Josh and Tanner Mashek 
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